ESOL Teaching Skills TaskBook
Lesson planning and determining aims: Unit 1 f)
tŚĞŶǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŽǁƌŝƚĞĂůĞƐƐŽŶƉůĂŶŝƐŝƚƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚƚŽǁƌŝƚĞĚŽǁŶǇŽƵƌ
ĂŝŵƐ͍dŚŝƐůĞƐƐŽŶǁŝůůŐŝǀĞǇŽƵŝĚĞĂƐŽŶŚŽǁƚŽǁƌŝƚĞďĞƚƚĞƌĂŝŵƐǁŚĞŶǇŽƵŶĞĞĚ
ƚŽ͘


dĂƐŬϭʹDŝůůǇ͛ƐĚŝůĞŵŵĂ͘
Milly is asking for help from her Director of Studies.
Milly: I’m going to teach this lesson using a reading text. The students will spend quite
a bit of time reading and then working on vocabulary-in-context. The only thing is there
are some really good examples of the past continuous in the text. I want them to
underline these verb forms because we studied them last week and it would be good
revision. The problem is I’m not really sure what my main aim is – reading or grammar?
Can you answer Milly’s question and tell her why? Jot down your answers
on a note pad, then check the answer key below.

dĂƐŬϭ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
DŝůůǇ ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ŚĞƌ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ ǁŝůů ͞ƐƉĞŶĚ ƋƵŝƚĞ Ă ďŝƚ ŽĨ ƚŝŵĞ ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͘͟ ,Ğƌ
ĨŽĐƵƐŽŶŐƌĂŵŵĂƌůŽŽŬƐůŝŬĞƐŚĞǁŝůůŽŶůǇŐĞƚƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐƚŽƵŶĚĞƌůŝŶĞĂŶĚŶŽƚŝĐĞ
ƚŚĞ ƉĂƐƚ ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵŽƵƐ ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ ĚŽŝŶŐ Ă ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ ĨŽĐƵƐ ŽŶ ƚŚŝƐ ǀĞƌď ƉŚƌĂƐĞ͘ dŚŝƐ
ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƐ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ŵĂŝŶ Ăŝŵ ŽĨ DŝůůǇ͛Ɛ ůĞƐƐŽŶ ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ ƚŚĞ ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ ŽĨ
ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐƐŬŝůůƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŐƌĂŵŵĂƌĨŽĐƵƐŝƐĂƐƵďƐŝĚŝĂƌǇ;ŽƌƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇͿĂŝŵ͘


<ĞǇƐŬŝůů
^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐŝƚŝƐŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇƚŽǁƌŝƚĞĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚůĞƐƐŽŶƉůĂŶƐ͕ĨŽƌĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕ǁŚĞŶǇŽƵ
ĂƌĞŐŽŝŶŐƚŽďĞŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚďǇĂŶŽƚŚĞƌƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ͘tƌŝƚŝŶŐŵĂŝŶĂŶĚƐƵďƐŝĚŝĂƌǇĂŝŵƐ
ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ůĞƐƐŽŶ ĂƐ Ă ǁŚŽůĞ ĂƐ ǁĞůů ĂƐ ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ ĂŝŵƐ ĨŽƌ ĞĂĐŚ ƐƚĞƉ Žƌ ƐƚĂŐĞ ŝŶ Ă
ůĞƐƐŽŶĐĂŶŚĞůƉǇŽƵƚŽƚŚŝŶŬĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇĂďŽƵƚǁŚĂƚǇŽƵĂƌĞƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽĂĐŚŝĞǀĞǁŝƚŚ
ǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘
>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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dĂƐŬϮʹtƌŝƚŝŶŐĐůĞĂƌĂŝŵƐ
Some of the following aims are well written, while others are not clear or do
not contain enough detail. Put the aims into the appropriate column below.
Aims
a) For learners to distinguish between ‘will’ and ‘going to’ used to make spontaneous
decisions in the context of stating intentions after a lottery win.
b) By the end of the lesson learners will have had practice in using strategies to guess
the meaning of new vocabulary in context.
c) To clarify the present perfect continuous using a taped dialogue.
d) For learners to practise the present continuous with the attached picture.
e) To provide practice in scan listening skills in the context of listening to flight departure
information at an airport.
f) By the end of the lesson students will have had speaking practice and clarification of
some tenses.
g) To provide freer writing practice in the context of mini paragraphs.
h) By the end of the lesson learners will have an understanding of which kinds of words
can have both a weak and strong phonological form in authentic spoken language.
i) For learners to practise detail reading and the inferring of opinion from a newspaper
article with political bias.
j) To focus on linking as per page 27 ex. 3
k) To clarify the form and meaning of the future perfect in the context of speculating
about technology in the future.
l) By the end of the lesson learners will have done a great variety of reading practice
around the topic.

Well written aims

Aims are not clear or lack detail

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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Check your ideas in the answer key.

dĂƐŬϯʹŝŵƐŝŶƚŚĞƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞ
Sometimes it can be difficult to write aims in the procedure of the plan. You
need to be sure you are stating an aim and not just describing what the
students are going to do. For example:
1) To get students to read and answer question 1.
2) To make sure students have a gist understanding of the text.

Comment: 1) is just describing procedure, but 2) is clearly stating an aim.
Decide whether the following statements are (A) aims or (D) merely a description
of activities. Put A or D in the column on the right.

Statements
a) To check learners’ understanding of the activity.
b) To identify and highlight irregular simple past forms.
c) To complete the second task.
d) To discuss the answers in pairs.
e) To provide oral fluency practice
f) To underline examples of the present perfect in the text
g) To plan the essay before the first draft
h) To provide controlled oral practice of the target language
i) To complete the gaps in the sentences
j) To brainstorm and share ideas for the first draft.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ



A or D?
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Check your ideas in the answer key.

dĂƐŬϰʹŝŵƐĂŶĚĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚŝŽŶ
Now describe activities that match the aims. The first example has been done
for you.

Example activities
a) To check learners’ understanding of the activity.
Description: The teacher asks oral asks oral questions to make sure the
students know what they have to do.
b) To identify and highlight irregular simple past forms.
Description: ________________________________________________
e) To provide oral fluency practice
Description: ________________________________________________
g) To plan the essay before the first draft
Description: ________________________________________________
h) To provide controlled oral practice of the target language
Description: ________________________________________________

Check your ideas in the answer key.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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ÂdŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͙
zŽƵ ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ ĚŽ ŶŽƚ ǁƌŝƚĞ ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ ĂŝŵƐ ĨŽƌ ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ƚĞĂĐŚ ŽŶ Ă ĚĂǇͲďǇͲĚĂǇ
ďĂƐŝƐ͘ ,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ ŝƚ ŝƐ ŽĨƚĞŶ Ă ŐŽŽĚ ŝĚĞĂ ƚŽ ƚŚŝŶŬ ĂďŽƵƚ ǁŚĂƚ ǇŽƵƌ ĂŝŵƐ ĂƌĞ ŝŶ Ă ůĞƐƐŽŶ͘
dŚŝŶŬ ŽĨ ƐŽŵĞ ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ ƚŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ŚĂǀĞ ƚĂƵŐŚƚ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ůĂƐƚ ƚǁŽ Žƌ ƚŚƌĞĞ ǁĞĞŬƐ͘ ĞĐŝĚĞ
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ ǇŽƵƌ ĂŝŵƐ ǁĞƌĞ ĐůĞĂƌ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞƐĞ ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ Žƌ ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ ƚŚĞǇ ǁĞƌĞ Ă ďŝƚ ĐŽŶĨƵƐĞĚ
ĂŶĚƌĞƐƵůƚĞĚŝŶůĞƐƐŽŶƐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵǁĞƌĞŚŽƚŚĂƉƉǇǁŝƚŚ͘ŽǇŽƵƚŚŝŶŬǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐǁŚĞƌĞ
ĐůĞĂƌĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌĂŝŵƐ͍

EŽƚĞǇŽƵƌƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐŝŶǇŽƵƌdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ>ŽŐ͘



ÂdĂŬŝŶŐŝƚƚŽƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͙
dƌǇ ƚĞůůŝŶŐ ǇŽƵƌ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ ǁŚĂƚ ǇŽƵƌ ĂŝŵƐ ĂƌĞ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ ŽĨĞĂĐŚ ůĞƐƐŽŶ͘ zŽƵ ĐĂŶ
ǁƌŝƚĞƚŚĞŵƵƉŽŶƚŚĞďŽĂƌĚ͘ůƚĞƌŶĂƚŝǀĞůǇ͕ǇŽƵĐŽƵůĚĂƐŬǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƚŚĞ
ůĞƐƐŽŶǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƚŚĞĂŝŵƐǁĞƌĞ͘/ƚŵŝŐŚƚďĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐƚŽƐĞĞǁŚĂƚƚŚĞǇƐĂǇ͘/Ĩ
ƚŚĞŝƌŝĚĞĂƐĂƌĞĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚĨƌŽŵǇŽƵƌƐ͕ŝƚŝƐŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞǁŚǇ͘



ÂtĂŶƚƚŽĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞ͙͍
WĂŐĞϯϳϭŽĨdŚĞWƌĂĐƚŝĐĞŽĨŶŐůŝƐŚ>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ;ϰƚŚĞĚŝƚŝŽŶͿďǇ:ĞƌĞŵǇ,ĂƌŵĞƌ
;WĞĂƌƐŽŶϮϬϬϳͿŚĂƐĂŶŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶƚŽůĞƐƐŽŶĂŝŵƐ͘

KŶ ƉĂŐĞƐ ϭϮϰ ƚŽ ϭϮϴ ŽĨ >ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ dĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ ;ϮŶĚ ĞĚŝƚŝŽŶͿ ďǇ :ŝŵ ^ĐƌŝǀĞŶĞƌ ;DĂĐŵŝůůĂŶ
ϮϬϬϱͿ͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƌĞĂĚŝŶŐŽŶůĞƐƐŽŶĂŝŵƐ͘

^ĞĞ ĂůƐŽ ƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ ϯ ŽĨ >ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ dĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ ůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ WƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ s Θ tŽƌŬďŽŽŬ ďǇ
,ĞĂƚŚĞƌZŝĐŚĂƌĚƐĂŶĚ<ĂƌĞŶtŝƐĞ;hdhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇϮϬϬϳͿ͘




>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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ŶƐǁĞƌ<ĞǇ

dĂƐŬϮʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ

dĂƐŬϯʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ

Well written aims
a), b), e), h), i) and k)

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.

Aim not clear or lack detail
c) To clarify the present perfect continuous
using a taped dialogue.
Comment: There is no mention of the topic
of the dialogue or the context.
d) For learners to practise the present
continuous with the attached picture.
Comment: There is no mention of what
kind of practice – oral or spoken, controlled
or free. There is no mention of the context.
f) By the end of the lesson students will
have had speaking practice and clarification
of some tenses.
Comment: There is no mention of whether
the speaking is language practice or more
general fluency practice. The tenses are not
named.
g) To provide freer writing practice in the
context of mini paragraphs.
Comment: There is no mention of the text
type (narrative, report, argument) or the
topic of the text.
j) To focus on linking as per page 27 ex. 3
Comment: There is no mention of whether
the linking is to do with pronunciation or
grammar.
l) By the end of the lesson learners will have
done a great variety of reading practice
around the topic.
Comment: There is no specific mention of
the kind of reading sub skills (scan, skim,
intensive) that will be practised in the
lesson.

A
A
D
D
A
D
A
A
D
D

dĂƐŬϰʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
b) To identify and highlight irregular simple
past forms.
Description: The teacher asks learners to
underline simple past irregular forms in the
text. She gives them a list of irregular verbs
to help them identify new forms.
e) To provide oral fluency practice
Description: The students work in pairs to
personalise the information in the text by
telling each other about a recent holiday
they have had.
g) To plan the essay before the first draft
Description:
Students
share
their
brainstorming notes and discuss the content
of each paragraph of the essay. They write
up a paragraph-by-paragraph plan.
h) To provide controlled oral practice of the
target language
Description: The teacher uses white board
prompts to elicit a four-line dialogue.
Students then practise the dialogue in pairs.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ



