ESOL Teaching Skills TaskBook

Using drama activities: Unit 5 )

Do you sometimes feel that the speaking tasks you do with learners are not as
interesting as they could be? This might mean you need to introduce an
element of drama into these activities. This lesson lets you know what extra
qualities drama can provide for students while outlining some key ingredients
and ideas for using drama successfully in the classroom.

Task 1 — Bad memories

Harry and Lee are talking in the staffroom.

Harry: | need some new ideas for speaking.

Lee: What about using some drama activities?

Harry: Drama? You mean like putting on plays?

Lee: No.

Harry: And lying on the floor imagining that you’re a rock or something?
Lee: It doesn’'t have to be like that.

Harry: | had to do all that at high school — | hated it.

= Do you agree with Harry? Why (not)? D
j Jot down your thoughts on a note pad, then check the answer key below.

=2
Task 1 Feedback

A lot of teachers have very negative associations with the word ‘drama’ and
Harry’s attitude is quite typical. However, drama can encompass a wide range
of activities beginning with role play, which even a teacher like Harry won’t find
too threatening!

Key Skill

Two core concepts lie at the heart of successful drama activities: character and
conflict. It is useful to apply these concepts to many speaking activities.
Students need to know who they are when they do a speaking activity — they
need a sense of character; and they need to have a reason to speak to one or
more students and conflict will provide this.
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Task 2 — What does drama offer?

Numbers 1 to 6 below are all opportunities that drama provides students
with. Letters a to f gives a reason why drama does this. Match the reason
to the opportunities.

Reasons

a. Drama activities connect language to emotions and feelings. These are often
expressed by means of stress and intonation.

b. A majority of drama activities involve oral interaction of some kind so they ensure
that practice in this skill is very much to the fore.

c. Sometimes students will script a scene before they perform it and focus a little
more on the accuracy of the communication.

d. Drama is an opportunity for shy students to hide behind the mask of another
character. They often enjoy this and feel more comfortable speaking than they do
when asked to personalise language.

e. If students are playing different characters, there is a chance the characters will
have different social status. Students will need to choose the right language items
to reflect their character’s status.

f. Reading or listening texts can provide a stimulus for ideas and act as a good
jumping off point for drama activities.

Check your ideas in the answer key. =&

Languages International — Auckland & Christchurch, New Zealand www.languages.ac.nz



ESOL Teaching Skills TaskBook

Using drama activities: Unit 5 g)

Key Skill

In summary, it is possible to say that drama activities are very focused on
meaningful oral communication. They can be process orientated and involve
role plays and games that are threaded through a teaching programme.
Alternatively, they can be more product orientated which means work on the
activities can lead to some kind of performance in front of peers or other
students in your institution.

Task 3 — What does it take?

Letters 1 to 8 outline some of the ingredients that go into making an

. .. effective drama-based session for students. Letters a to h provide more

7 detail on these ingredients. Match the details to the ingredients, then

sort them into two categories: ingredients that are essential or
ingredients that will probably be required.

Detail
a. Drama often involves what is not said and looks, reactions and gestures are
important.

b. This may be awkward or uncomfortable for people from some cultures.

c. You might need to move all the chairs and tables in your classroom to the side of the
room.

. This can help generate ideas as can music.
. He or she should be more of a “facilitator/participant” and less of a “knower”.

Drama activities are not things that can be forced on students.

Q@ -~ o Q

. Individuals can find some of these activities a bit threatening, so it helps to provide a
secure environment.

h. Students need time to prepare their ideas as well as their language.
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Check your ideas in the answer key. &

Key Skill
A common theme amongst the essential requirements for successful drama
activities is that care is taken with interpersonal relationships and roles.
Students need to be active and involved in the activities, but respectful and
supportive of each other. The teacher has a core role in setting the tone and
making the learning environment a constructive one. However, it is also worth
noting that this should be the case with any lesson.
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Task 4 — A selection of activities

Numbers 1 to 8 are brief descriptions of some typical drama activities

> (this is an extremely limited selection — refer to the “Find out more”
section to get more ideas). Letters a to h are broad aims that can be
matched to the activity ideas.
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Aims
a. To provide practice in developing a character and his/her motivation in a scene.
b. To develop spatial and physical awareness in students.

c. To provide opportunities to work on pronunciation, in particular stress and
intonation, and link it clearly to meaning.

. To develop awareness of dramatic light, shade and texture.
. To build trust between students for other drama activities.
To provide practice in multi-character dramatic story telling.

Q - 0o o

. To develop awareness of gesture, expression and body language as a means of
communication.

h. To provide practice in creating dramatic structure through language.

Check your ideas in the answer key. &
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=) Thinking about your teaching ...

Think over different speaking activities you have done over the past few months. Did
some of them involve some element of drama, for example, a role play of some
kind? Think about some of the ideas you have explored in this lesson and work out if
there is any way you could have increased the sense of drama in these activities.

Note your observations in your Teaching log.

:> Taking it to the classroom ...
Try out one of the activities in task 4 that is new to you.

=) Want to find out more ... ?

The following book is an excellent source of ideas for drama activities: Drama
Techniques: A Resource Book of Communication Activities for Language Teachers (3"
edition) by Alan Maley and Alan Duff (Cambridge University Press 2005).

:> Related TaskBook lessons...

You may be interested in the following lessons in the ESOL Teaching Skills TaskBook
series, relating to this topic:

e Unit 3 e) Speaking 1: Fluency: Discusses how different kinds of speaking
activities can help get your students talking.

e Unit 3 f) Speaking 2: Strategies: Discusses useful skills and strategies
associated with successful oral communication.
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Task 2 — Feedback
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Task 3 — Feedback
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essential ingredients and detail

ingredients probably required and detail

2. Student willingness to take part

f. Drama activities are not things that
can be forced on students.

4. Group trust

g. Individuals can find some of these
activities a bit threatening, so it helps
to provide a secure environment.

5. An appropriate space

c. You might need to move all the
chairs and tables in your classroom
to the side of the room.

7. A change in the teacher’s role

e. He or she should be more of a
“facilitator/participant” and less of a
“knower”,

1. Some kind of visual stimulus

d. This can help generate ideas as
can music.

3. Some silent times during the session

h. Students need time to prepare
their ideas as well as their language.

6. Some non-verbal interaction

a. Drama often involves what is not
said and looks, reactions and
gestures are important.

8. Physical touching

b. This may be awkward or
uncomfortable for people from some
cultures.

Task 4 — Feedback
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