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Melissa: I took my students into the computer suite the other day for the first time. I 
suggested that they do some writing, but all they ended up doing was logging on to their e-
mail and sending messages to friends. And they weren’t in English. I think it’s probably 
better just to keep them in the classroom. 

Do you agree with Melissa? 
Jot down your answers on a note pad, then check the answer key below.   
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Below is a list of resources that it is useful to have available to students 
for the purposes of computer assisted language learning. Sort them into 
two groups: IT resources and learning resources. 

     List of resources 
1.  computer work stations    2.  headphones 

3.  CD-Rom dictionaries    4.  microphones 

5.  language learning software   6.  a word processing programme 

7.  an e-mail programme    8.  a printer 

9.  fast access band width   10. a projector 

11. DVDs     12. internet web sites 

Check your ideas in the answer key. 

IT resources Learning resources 
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Numbers 1 to 8 below are a series of questions that teachers need to ask 
themselves when they are thinking about preparing lesson using 
computer-based materials (e.g. language learning software, web-based 
tasks). Letters a to h are example answers to the questions.  

Questions 

1. Is the material-learner interface appealing? 

2. Can I do a whole class demonstration of the material? 

3. Will students find this material motivating? 

4. Is the language level of this material appropriate for my students? 

5. Are my learning objectives clear in using this material? 

6. Is this material good for individual study? 

7. Does the material include some kind of guided discovery activity? 

8. Do students get feedback on their work?

Check your ideas in the answer key.

Example answers 
a. Yes, this material will help students revise the simple past. 

b. Yes, the design of the material makes it feel like a game where they score points. 

c. Yes, there are language problems for students to think about and solve. 

d. Yes, the programme is colourful, clear and easy to navigate. 

e. Yes, there are probably only three or four words they won’t know in the material. 

f. Yes, I can use the projector to show everyone the screen and show them how to use 
the material. 

g. Yes, they can click on the ‘answers’ icon which tells them what is correct and makes 
a useful suggestion if they get an answer wrong. 

h. Yes, there’s even a practical on-line help facility if students have a problem 
navigating the material. 
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Letters a to d describe 4 teaching ideas that use the internet. Numbers 1 to 
12 are specific tasks that go together with these teaching ideas. Match the 
tasks to the ideas. 

Teaching ideas 

a. Students are directed to the web site of a newspaper (for example, The Guardian) 

b. Students work on a project of planning a holiday in an English speaking country. They 
    are given a budget and have to find out how they can get around, where they will stay 
    and what they will do. 

c. Students are directed to the students’ pages of an English language teaching  
    publisher’s web site. 

d. Students create their own web page to put on a school intranet. 
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Check your ideas in the answer key. 

Teaching ideas Tasks 

a. newspaper 

b. holiday project 

c. publisher web site 

d. creating a class web page 

Tasks 
1. Students scan and skim read different sites looking for the information they need. 

2. Students do an on-line exercise that focuses on some up-to-date idioms. 

3. Students get fluency speaking practice discussing the results of their research. 

4. Students get gist and detailed reading practice of a variety of texts. 

5. Students write short articles and news items. 

6. Students can download language practice worksheets in PDF format. 

7. Students can listen to podcasts on recent events. 

8. Students get speaking practice discussing the content of the page. 

9. Students get writing practice by adding a comment to a blog. 

10. Students get writing practice by writing e-mail messages to request detailed 
information on things such as prices. 

11. Students get speaking practice recording audio files to be uploaded. 

12. Students can find language puzzles and quizzes that they can download. 
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IT resources Learning resources 

1. computer work stations 

2. headphones 

4. microphones 

8. a printer 

9. fast access band width 

10. a projector 

3. CD-Rom dictionaries 

5. language learning software 

6. a word processing programme 

7. an e-mail programme 

11. DVDs 

12. internet web sites 

1. d 2. f 3. b 4. e 5. a 6. h 7. c 8. g 

Teaching ideas Tasks 

  4. Students get gist and detailed reading practice of a variety of texts. 

  7. Students can listen to podcasts on recent events.   a. newspaper 

  9. Students get writing practice by adding a comment to a blog. 
   

  1. Students scan and skim read different sites looking for the information  
      they need. 
   

  3. Students get fluency speaking practice discussing the results of their    
      research. 

  b. holiday project 

10. Students get writing practice by writing e-mail messages to request     
      detailed information on things such as prices. 
  2. Students do an on-line exercise that focuses on some up-to-date  
      idioms. 

  6. Students can download language practice worksheets in PDF format. 
  c. publisher  
      website 

12. Students can find language puzzles and quizzes that they can  
      download. 

  5. Students write short articles and news items. 

  8. Students get speaking practice discussing the content of the page.   d. creating a class 
      web page 

11. Students get speaking practice recording audio files to be uploaded. 


