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Alison is a little unsure about how task-based learning works. Here are 3 
questions that she has: 

Question 1: What exactly is task-based learning? 

Question 2: Can you focus on grammar in a task-based lesson? 

Question 3: Is it true that the way students learn is by just picking up language from  
                     each other?  

Can you answer any of these questions for Alison?  
Jot down your answers on a note pad, then check the answer key. 
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Numbers 1 to 6 show teacher activity during the stages of a typical task-
based lesson. They are in the correct order. Letters a to f describe student 
activities during these stages. They are not in the correct order. Match the 
student activity to the teacher activity. 

Teacher Activity Student activity 

1. Pre task: The teacher provides information or vocabulary that will 
help students with the task. 

2. Task: The teacher asks students to perform a task in pairs or 
small groups with some kind of tangible outcome. 

3. Reporting: The teacher asks each pair or group to prepare and 
give a report on the outcome of the task. 

4. Model: The teacher provides students with a model of proficient 
speakers performing the task. 

5. Language noticing: The teacher asks students to study 
language features in the proficient speaker model. 

6. Practice: The teacher provides students with activities that 
practise some of the language features in the proficient speaker 
model. 
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Check your ideas in the answer key. 

Student activity 
a.  Students speak or write or both – individually or in pairs. 

b.  Students speak in groups and perhaps make notes, then one student speaks alone. 

c.  Students read or listen or study new words. 

d.  Students study the text. 

e.  Students read or listen. 

f.   Students speak together and perhaps do some writing or note taking. 
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Commentary 
a. This stage should ideally include some kind of problem-solving element that gives 

students a reason to speak. 

b. The teacher can provide a task during this stage that either focuses students’ attention on 
a language point, or the teacher can let students choose what they want to focus on. 

c. This stage is often optional. It depends on what students have done in the previous stage. 

d. These materials shouldn’t be too long or detailed or students will lose time before getting 
on to the following, key stage. 

e. This can either be a recording or a tape script or both. 

f. The teacher should avoid correcting students’ language at this stage and focus on the 
content of what they have to say. 

Numbers 1 to 6 are the correct stages for teacher activity, as in task 2.  
Letters a to f provide a commentary on each stage.  However, they are not 
in the correct order. Match the commentary to the correct stages. 

Stages of teacher activity Commentary 

1. Pre task: The teacher provides information or vocabulary that will 
help students with the task. 

2. Task: The teacher asks students to perform a task in pairs or small 
groups with some mind of tangible outcome. 

3. Reporting: The teacher asks each pair or group to prepare and 
give a report on the outcome of the task. 

4. Model: The teacher provides students with a model of proficient 
speakers performing the task. 

5. Language noticing: The teacher asks students to study language 
features in the proficient speaker model. 

6. Practice: The teacher provides students with activities that practise 
some of the language features in the proficient speaker model. 
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Check your ideas in the answer key. 

Letters a to f are some suggested steps in how to plan and prepare a task-
based lesson, but they are not in the correct order. Put the steps in the correct 
order. 

Check your ideas in the answer key. 

Suggested steps for planning a task-based lesson Order 

a. Decide whether you will let students notice the language they want to or  
      whether you will ask them to focus on specific vocabulary or grammar. 

b. Look for reading or listening texts that might be useful at the pre-task 
stage. 

c.   Record a model of the task being done by proficient speakers. 

d.   Find a task that has tangible outcomes. 

e.   Transcribe the proficient speaker model (or part of it) and look for useful 
       language points. 

f. If you have focused on a specific language point, look for some     
      activities that will provide practice of that language. 
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Planning steps 
1. Find a task that has tangible outcomes. 

2. Record a model of the task with proficient speakers. 

3. Transcribe the proficient speaker model (or part of it) and look for useful language points. 

4. Decide whether you will let students notice the language they want to or whether you will 
ask them to focus on specific vocabulary or grammar. 

5. If you have focused on a specific language point, look for some activities that will provide 
practice of that language. 

6. Look for reading or listening texts that might be useful at the pre-task stage. 

Letters a to f are pieces of advice that match the planning steps from the 
previous task. Match the advice to each step in the planning process.  

Advice Steps 

a. Not only will this provide you with a useful language sample, it will also 
show you if there are any problems with the task design that need to be 
fixed before you give it to students. 

b. If there is a particular language point you want to draw students’ 
attention to, your task can focus on any or all aspects of meaning and 
form associated with that language. 

c. It’s best to do this first because this is the cornerstone to the whole 
approach. 

d. This is usually (but not always) the last step because it can be a useful 
extra activity rather than an essential one. 

e. These can be a mix of written and spoken tasks. One possibility is to 
ask students to repeat the original task in different groups. 

f. Your choice here is likely to depend on the language that you find in the 
proficient speaker model. If there is a language form that occurs 
consistently in the model, it makes sense to create a language noticing 
task that focuses on this language point. 
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Question 1: What exactly is task-based 
learning? 
Answer: In general, it is an approach to 
English- language learning in which 
students learn by doing tasks. However, it is 
not as straightforward as just doing one task 
after another. 

Question 2: Can you focus on grammar 
in a task-based lesson? 
Answer: Yes, you can. The way that you do 
so is a little different from other approaches, 
but it is fine to focus on grammar in task-
based lessons. 

Question 3: Is it true that the way 
students learn is by just picking up 
language from each other?  
Answer: This is one way in which students 
can learn when working on tasks. However, 
task-based learning also involves other 
learning opportunities for students. 
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