ESOL Teaching Skills TaskBook
Teaching Grammar 1: Different Approaches: Unit 4 d)

Ž ǇŽƵ ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐĨĞĞůǇŽƵƚĞĂĐŚŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ ŝŶƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞŽůĚ ǁĂǇ͍ dŚŝƐ ůĞƐƐŽŶ
ǁŝůůŐŝǀĞƐǇŽƵƐŽŵĞŝĚĞĂƐĨŽƌŶĞǁǁĂǇƐƚŽĚĞĂůǁŝƚŚŐƌĂŵŵĂƌŝŶƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͘

dĂƐŬϭʹ:ĞƐƐŝĐĂ͛Ɛ>ĞƐƐŽŶ
Jessica spent a lot of time preparing a grammar lesson on how to use articles (definite,
indefinite and zero) with her intermediate level students. She used a variety of sentences
that provided examples of different rules and explained these to students. They then
completed some gap-fill sentences, which they all got correct. A few days later, Jessica
collected in some essays from her students. This work contained a lot of mistakes,
particularly mistakes in the way her students used articles. Jessica felt a bit frustrated
because her carefully prepared lesson hadn’t seemed to be of any use.

How could you help Jessica? What do you think was wrong with her
lesson? Jot down your ideas on a note pad, then check the answer key.


dĂƐŬϭ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
&ŝƌƐƚŽĨĂůů͕ŝƚƐŚŽƵůĚďĞŶŽƚĞĚƚŚĂƚƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞĂƌƚŝĐůĞƐǇƐƚĞŵŝŶŶŐůŝƐŚĐĂŶďĞ
ǀĞƌǇ ĐŽŵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ ĂŶĚ :ĞƐƐŝĐĂ͛Ɛ ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ ŵŝŐŚƚ ďĞ Ă ůŝƚƚůĞ ƵŶƌĞĂůŝƐƚŝĐ͘
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ŝƚŝƐĂůƐŽǁŽƌƚŚŶŽƚŝŶŐƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƐŝĐĂƵƐĞĚƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞůĞǀĞůĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐǁŚĞŶ
ƐŚĞƚĂƵŐŚƚƚŚĞůĞƐƐŽŶ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞŶĨŽƵŶĚƚŚĂƚƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐŚĂĚƉƌŽďůĞŵƐƵƐŝŶŐĂƌƚŝĐůĞƐ
ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚůǇŝŶĐŽŶƚŝŶƵŽƵƐƚĞǆƚƐ͘dŚŝƐƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƐƚŚĂƚ:ĞƐƐŝĐĂƉĞƌŚĂƉƐŶĞĞĚĞĚƚŽƵƐĞ
ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚƚĞǆƚƐĂŶĚŶŽƚũƵƐƚƐĞŶƚĞŶĐĞƐĂƐŚĞƌĐŽŶƚĞǆƚĨŽƌƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐĂƌƚŝĐůĞƐ͘dŚŝƐ
ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚŝƐĂĐůŽƐĞƌŵĂƚĐŚƚŽŚŽǁƐŚĞĞǆƉĞĐƚƐƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐƚŽďĞĂďůĞƚŽƵƐĞĂƌƚŝĐůĞƐ
ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚůǇ͘

<ĞǇ^Ŭŝůů
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞŵĂŶǇĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚǁĂǇƐŽĨƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ͘EŽŽŶĞŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŵĞƚŚŽĚ
ƐƵŝƚƐ Ăůů ŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ ƉŽŝŶƚƐ ĂŶĚ Ăůů ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘ /ƚ ŝƐ ŐŽŽĚ ƚŽ ǀĂƌǇ ǇŽƵƌ ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ ƚŽ
ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐŐƌĂŵŵĂƌĂƐŝƚŐŝǀĞƐǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐŵŽƌĞǀĂƌŝĞƚǇĂŶĚŝƐůŝŬĞůǇƚŽĐĂƚĞƌĨŽƌ
ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐƐƚǇůĞƐ͘

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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dĂƐŬϮʹtŚĂƚĐŽŶƚĞǆƚƐĐĂŶǇŽƵƚĞĂĐŚŐƌĂŵŵĂƌĨƌŽŵ͍
Numbers 1 – 4 are descriptions of four different ways of giving students
examples of grammar points. Letters a – d describe the benefits of these
different sources, while numbers i – iv mention possible drawbacks.
Match the benefits and the drawbacks to their sources.

Sources of Grammar

Benefits

Drawbacks

1. Using texts as a source for a grammar point.
2. Using examples of (in)correct student language
produced during a speaking activity.
3. Using examples that arise from a context (e.g. a
picture story) together with students.
4. Using sentences that are examples of the grammar
point.

Benefits

Drawbacks

a. A freer practice activity will tell you how
well students know the grammar point
and provide you with many examples of
their language that you can use to
correct and clarify the grammar.

i. It can be hard finding a situation that
generates the language naturally and
easily.

b. These are easy to create and are often
simple and clear for students.
c. Often these situations can involve
pictures and this helps students with a
visual learning style. The stories you
can create can also be entertaining.
d. Using reading or listening as a basis for
clarifying a grammar point should
provide you with plenty of examples.

ii. You need to be sure that what you use
is either authentic or close to natural
authentic language.
iii. This approach can mean that the
context is not rich enough and the
isolation of examples can make some
grammar rules difficult to understand.
iv. The context of the activity needs to be
communicative to be sure that it allows
students to speak and produce a lot of
language examples.

Check your ideas in the answer key.
>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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<ĞǇ^Ŭŝůů
ŬĞǇĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƚŝŽŶĨŽƌĂůůĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐŝƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐĐŽŵĞĨƌŽŵĂ
ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚƚŚĂƚŝƐĂƐĂƵƚŚĞŶƚŝĐĂŶĚĂƐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚŝǀĞĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘/ŶŽƚŚĞƌǁŽƌĚƐ͕
ƚƌǇĂŶĚĂǀŽŝĚĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐĂŶĚĐŽŶƚĞǆƚƐƚŚĂƚŶĂƚŝǀĞƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐǁŽƵůĚ
ŶŽƚƵƐĞ͘

dĂƐŬϯʹtŚŝĐŚĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĐĂŶǇŽƵƵƐĞ͍

Numbers 1 and 2 are two approaches to clarifying a grammar point: an
inductive versus a deductive approach. Letters a and b are definitions of
these approaches, while i to vi are examples of these approaches. Match
the definitions and the examples to the correct approach.

Two Approaches

Definitions

1. Inductive approach.

2. Deductive approach.

Definitions
a. The teacher gives the rules of the grammar point.
b. The student works out the rules of the grammar point.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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Examples
i. The teacher asks oral questions that check students’ understanding of the meaning
of the grammar point and its form.
ii. The teacher provides students with written examples of their errors together with
some questions that get students to correct the errors and work out the meaning
and the form of the grammar point.
iii. The teacher provides a translation of the grammar point into the students’ first
language. This is only possible in a monolingual situation.
iv. The teacher asks students to read some grammar reference materials in order to
understand the meaning and form of the grammar point.
v. The teacher provides the students with a written task that guides students to
understanding the meaning and the form of the grammar point.
vi. The teachers gives an oral explanation of the meaning and the form of the grammar
point.

Check your ideas in the answer key.

<ĞǇ^Ŭŝůů
tŚĞƚŚĞƌǇŽƵƵƐĞŽŶĞĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚŽƌĂŶŽƚŚĞƌǁŝůůĚĞƉĞŶĚŽŶǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐƐƚǇůĞ͕ƚŚĞŝƌŶĞĞĚƐ͕ƚŚĞŶĂƚƵƌĞŽĨƚŚĞůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƉŽŝŶƚŝƚƐĞůĨĂŶĚƚŚĞŶĞĞĚ
ĨŽƌǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŝŶĂůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͘ƵƌƌĞŶƚŵĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐǇŚĂƐĂƉƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞĨŽƌ
ĂŵŽƌĞŝŶĚƵĐƚŝǀĞͬŐƵŝĚĞĚĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌǇĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĂƐŝƚƚĞŶĚƐƚŽďĞŵŽƌĞƐƚƵĚĞŶƚͲ
ĐĞŶƚƌĞĚ͘

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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dĂƐŬϰʹǀĂůƵĂƚŝŶŐĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐ
Below are a series of statements that highlight the strengths of both the
inductive and the deductive approaches to clarifying a grammar point
with students. Read the statements and decide which approach they are
talking about. Write ‘I’ for inductive (student works out the rules) and ‘D’
for deductive (teacher gives the rules).

Strengths
a. It can give students a sense of security.
b. It encourages the students to refer more often to the context of the
grammar point.
c. Students can learn at their own rate, rather than that of the class.
d. The teacher can get straight to the point.
e. It is more student-centred.
f. It allows the students to take a more gradual step-by-step approach to
different aspects of the grammar point.
g. It suits students who have a strongly accuracy-focused learning style.
h. It gives students time to think about the grammar point.
i. It can mean that students get extra speaking practice when they
discuss the grammar with each other or with their teacher.
j. It gives the teacher a clear sense of having taught something.
k. It can help make students more independent in their learning.
l. It means a bit more mental effort for students and this can have the
result that they engage more fully with the language.

Check your ideas in the answer key.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ



I or D?
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ÂdŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͙
KǀĞƌƚŚĞŶĞǆƚĨĞǁǁĞĞŬƐ͕ŵĂŬĞĂŶŽƚĞŽĨĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚǁĂǇƐǇŽƵƵƐĞƚŽƚĞĂĐŚĂŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ
ƉŽŝŶƚ͘ĨƚĞƌĞĂĐŚůĞƐƐŽŶ͕ƚŚŝŶŬĂďŽƵƚŚŽǁƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůŝƚǁĂƐĨƌŽŵƚŚĞƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛ƉŽŝŶƚ
ŽĨǀŝĞǁ͘zŽƵĐŽƵůĚĂƐŬƚŚĞŵƚŽŐŝǀĞǇŽƵĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬŽŶƚŚĞĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ͘

DĂŬĞĂŶŽƚĞŽĨƚŚŝƐƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶǇŽƵƌdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ>ŽŐĂŶĚĚĞĐŝĚĞǁŚĞƚŚĞƌǇŽƵŶĞĞĚƚŽ
ǀĂƌǇǇŽƵƌĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŽƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ͘



ÂdĂŬŝŶŐŝƚƚŽƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͙
dƌǇĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚŝŶŐǁŝƚŚĂŶĞǁĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŽƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐŐƌĂŵŵĂƌǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘/Ĩ
ǇŽƵ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ƌĞĂĚ ƵƉ ŽŶ Ă ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ ŝŶ ŵŽƌĞ ĚĞƚĂŝů ƐĞĞ tĂŶƚ ƚŽ ĨŝŶĚ ŽƵƚ
ŵŽƌĞ͙͍ďĞůŽǁ͘ŝŵƚŽďƵŝůĚƵƉĂŶĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞƌĞƉĞƌƚŽŝƌĞŽĨĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐƚŽƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ
ŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ͘



ÂtĂŶƚƚŽĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞ͙͍
ŚĂƉƚĞƌƐϯĂŶĚϰŽĨ,ŽǁdŽdĞĂĐŚ'ƌĂŵŵĂƌďǇ^ĐŽƚƚdŚŽƌŶďƵƌǇ;>ŽŶŐŵĂŶWĞĂƌƐŽŶ
ϭϵϵϵͿĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĐůĞĂƌƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĂůĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐŽĨĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐƚŽƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ
ƚŚĂƚǇŽƵĐĂŶƚƌǇŽƵƚ͘

^ĞĞ ĂůƐŽ ƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ ϲ ŽĨ >ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ dĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ ůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ WƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ s Θ tŽƌŬďŽŽŬ ďǇ
,ĞĂƚŚĞƌZŝĐŚĂƌĚƐĂŶĚ<ĂƌĞŶtŝƐĞ;hdhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇϮϬϬϳͿ͘



ÂZĞůĂƚĞĚdĂƐŬŽŽŬůĞƐƐŽŶƐ͘͘͘
zŽƵŵĂǇďĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐůĞƐƐŽŶƐŝŶƚŚĞ^K>dĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ^ŬŝůůƐdĂƐŬŽŽŬ
ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͕ƌĞůĂƚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚĞƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐŽĨŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ͗

ͻhŶŝƚϰĞͿdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ'ƌĂŵŵĂƌϮ͗'ƌĂŵŵĂƌĨƌŽŵƚĞǆƚƐ
;ŽƵƚůŝŶĞƐĂƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞĨŽƌĂƚĞǆƚͲďĂƐĞĚĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚƚŽŐƌĂŵŵĂƌůĞƐƐŽŶƐͿ
ͻhŶŝƚϰĨͿdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ'ƌĂŵŵĂƌϯ͗hƐŝŶŐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚŝǀĞĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ
;ůŽŽŬƐĂƚŚŽǁƚŽƵƐĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚŝǀĞĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐƚŽĨŽĐƵƐŽŶŐƌĂŵŵĂƌͿ
ͻhŶŝƚϰŐͿdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ'ƌĂŵŵĂƌϰ͗ŽŶĐĞƉƚͲĐŚĞĐŬŝŶŐŐƌĂŵŵĂƌ
;ůŽŽŬƐĂƚŚŽǁƚŽĐŚĞĐŬŵĞĂŶŝŶŐŽĨŐƌĂŵŵĂƌǁŝƚŚůĞĂƌŶĞƌƐďǇƵƐŝŶŐ
ŽƌĂůĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐͿ


>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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ŶƐǁĞƌ<ĞǇ

dĂƐŬϮʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ

dĂƐŬϰʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ

1) d and ii
2) a and iv
3) c and i
4) b and iii

a) D
b) I
c) I
d) D
e) I
f) I
g) D
h) I
i) I
j) D
k) I
l) I

dĂƐŬϯʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
1) b - i, ii and v
2) a - iii, iv and vi

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ



