ESOL Teaching Skills TaskBook
Teacher Language: Unit 2 a)

Ž ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ ŶŽƚ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ ǁŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ĂƌĞ ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕ ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ Ăƚ
ůŽǁůĞǀĞůƐ͍dŚŝƐůĞƐƐŽŶǁŝůůŚĞůƉǇŽƵƚŽƉŝŶƉŽŝŶƚƉƌŽďůĞŵƐǁŝƚŚǇŽƵƌĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞĂŶĚůŽŽŬĂƚǁĂǇƐŽĨŵĂŬŝŶŐŝƚĐůĞĂƌĞƌ͘


dĂƐŬϭʹŶĚǇ͛Ɛ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
Andy used to have a problem of speaking too quickly and students found him difficult to
understand. He has worked hard at trying to slow down his speech, but students have told
him that they still have problems understanding his instructions and explanations.

Can you help Andy? What do you think the problem is?
Jot down your ideas on a note pad, then check the answer key below.

dĂƐŬϭ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
tŚŝůĞƚŚĞƐƉĞĞĚŽĨŶĚǇ͛ƐĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇŵĂǇŚĂǀĞŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ͕ŚĞŝƐƉƌŽďĂďůǇƐƚŝůůƵƐŝŶŐ
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƐ ƚŽŽ ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚ ĨŽƌ ŚŝƐ ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘ ,Ğ ŵĂǇ ĂůƐŽ ďĞ ƵƐŝŶŐ ŵŽƌĞ
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƚŚĂŶŚĞŶĞĞĚƐ͘

<ĞǇ^Ŭŝůů
dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ ƐŚŽƵůĚ ƵƐĞ ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ ŝŶ ƚŚĞ ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƐ ĐůĞĂƌ ĂŶĚ ŶĂƚƵƌĂů͘ /ƚ
ƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƐŝŵƉůĞĞŶŽƵŐŚĨŽƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐƚŽƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ͕ďƵƚŶŽƚƚŽŽƐŝŵƉůŝĨŝĞĚƐŽ
ƚŚĂƚŝƚďĞĐŽŵĞƐƵŶŐƌĂŵŵĂƚŝĐĂůŽƌĐŽŶĚĞƐĐĞŶĚŝŶŐ͘dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐŶĞĞĚƚŽŵĂŬĞƐƵƌĞ
ƚŚĞǇĚŽŶŽƚƵƐĞŵŽƌĞůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƚŚĂŶŝƐŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇǁŝƚŚƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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dĂƐŬϮʹWƌŽďůĞŵƐǁŝƚŚŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ
Numbers 1 to 8 are all examples of problematic teacher language. After
each example, there are two problems. Which of the two problems best
describes the example?

9 Tick the statement you think is correct.
1. “I want you all to get up on your feet and hitch up with someone other than your
mate next to you…”
a) The teacher uses more words than necessary.
b) There is too much colloquial language in these instructions.
2. “Just imagine if you might be an astronaut visiting the space station.”
a): There is too much hypothetical language that is unnecessary.
b) The use of ‘just’ is unnecessary.
3. “Then together talking – many words – happy class.”
a) The teacher is too specific about the language output for the activity.
a) The teacher over-simplifies her language and is speaking in an unnatural pidgin.
4. “The ideas espoused by group 1 are very interesting.”
a) The teacher uses a word that is overly formal.
b) The first noun phrase in the sentence is too long.
5. “I was wondering if you could all work in pairs and then would you mind talking
about the picture.”
a) The teacher uses too much unnecessary polite language.
b) There is too much hypothetical language that is unclear.
6. “I’m just writing up a question on the white board and I want you to … there we go
I’ve finished … yes, you should answer the question that I’ve written up.”
a) The teacher mixes the present progressive with the present simple and this is confusing.
b) The teacher narrates their activity and uses more language than is necessary.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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7. “So how was your weekend? Did you have a good time? Oh and I’d do task one
first. I had a great weekend.”
a) The teacher mixes social language with instructional language and this is confusing for
students.
b) The teacher narrates their activity and hides the instructions amongst the narration.
8. “Those two clauses have a hypotactic relationship.”
a) The 2 noun phrases in this sentence are too complex.
b) The grammar terminology used in this explanation would probably be too sophisticated for
many learners.

Check your ideas in the answer key.

<ĞǇ^Ŭŝůů
dŽŵĂŬĞǇŽƵƌƚĞĂĐŚĞƌůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞĐůĞĂƌ͕ŝƚŚĞůƉƐƚŽĂǀŽŝĚƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ͗ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ
ƚŚĂƚŝƐǀĞƌǇĐŽůůŽƋƵŝĂů͕ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƚŚĂƚŝƐǀĞƌǇƉŽůŝƚĞ͕ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƚŚĂƚŝƐƌĂƌĞůǇƵƐĞĚ
ŽƌŝƐǀĞƌǇƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů͘dǁŽŽƚŚĞƌƚŚŝŶŐƐƚŽĂǀŽŝĚĂƌĞ͗ŶĂƌƌĂƚŝŶŐǁŚĂƚǇŽƵ͛ƌĞĚŽŝŶŐ
ĂŶĚŵŝǆŝŶŐĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚƚǇƉĞƐŽĨůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ;ĞǆƉůĂŶĂƚŝŽŶǀƐ͘ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶͿ͘


>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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dĂƐŬϯʹ/ŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŐĞƐƚƵƌĞƐ
Sometimes it helps to use gestures when talking to students. Look at the
examples of teacher language below and decide whether you would use
gestures or not. Circle ‘Y’ for yes and ‘N’ for no. If you choose ‘yes’,
describe the kind of gesture you would use.
Instructions

Gesture?

1. Talk together in pairs.

Y

N

2. Fill in the gaps in exercise one.

Y

N

3. Move around the room and talk to
as many people as possible.

Y

N

4. Listen and complete exercise 2.

Y

N

5. Those in group A should sit on
the left and those in group B
should sit on the right.

Y

N

6. You’ve got 5 minutes to finish.

Y

N

7. Stand up and find the picture that
matches your text.

Y

N

8. Read the text and complete the
True / False questions.

Y

N

Describe your gesture

Check your ideas in the answer key.

<ĞǇ^Ŭŝůů
ŐŽŽĚǁĂǇŽĨƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐƚŚĞĂŵŽƵŶƚŽĨƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƚĂůŬǇŽƵŶĞĞĚƚŽƵƐĞŝƐďǇƵƐŝŶŐ
ŐĞƐƚƵƌĞ ĂŶĚ ďŽĚǇ ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘ /ƚ ĐĂŶ ĂůƐŽ ŚĞůƉ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ǁŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ĂƌĞ ƐĂǇŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ
ŵĂŬĞƐǇŽƵƌůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞĐůĞĂƌĞƌĨŽƌůĞĂƌŶĞƌƐ͘

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ



ESOL Teaching Skills TaskBook
Teacher Language: Unit 2 a)
dĂƐŬϰʹDĂŬŝŶŐǇŽƵƌŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶƐĐůĞĂƌ
The following examples of teacher language are unclear in one way or
another. Rewrite them so that they are clear. The feedback provides
suggested answers and variation is possible.

Teacher language
1. Have a chat to your partner.
2. If you were a journalist …
3. Time’s just about up.
4. How about maybe getting into groups.
5. Check out if you were right at the back of the book.
6. Listen and work out if you’ve more or less got the hang of it.
7. If you could just pop the word in the right place.
8. Just have a read and jot down some of the core arguments.
9. Don’t take forever – just whip through them.
10. What I want you to do is just get into pairs and have a look at what each other has
got.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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ÂdŚŝŶŬŝŶŐĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͙
ŐŽŽĚǁĂǇƚŽĐŚĞĐŬǇŽƵƌŽǁŶŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂůůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞŝƐďǇƚĂŬŝŶŐĂƚĂƉĞƌĞĐŽƌĚĞƌƚŽ
ƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵĂŶĚƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨŐŝǀŝŶŐŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ͘ĨƚĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐŽŶ͕ǁƌŝƚĞŽƵƚĂ
ƚƌĂŶƐĐƌŝƉƚ ŽĨ ƐŽŵĞ ŽĨ ǇŽƵƌ ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů ƐĞƋƵĞŶĐĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĂŶĂůǇƐĞ ŝƚ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ŝĨ ĂŶǇ ŽĨ
ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐŶŽƚĞĚŝŶƚĂƐŬϮĂƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶǇŽƵƌƚĞĂĐŚĞƌůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘

EŽƚĞǇŽƵƌĐŽŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶƐŝŶǇŽƵƌdĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ>ŽŐ͘



ÂdĂŬŝŶŐŝƚƚŽƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͙
Ŷ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐ ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ ǇŽƵ ĐĂŶ ƐĞƚ ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ ;ĂŶĚ ŝƚ ĐĂŶ ďĞ ŝŶƚƌŝŐƵŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ĨƵŶ ĨŽƌ
ǇŽƵƌƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐͿŝƐƚŽƚƌǇƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐĨŽƌŚĂůĨĂŶŚŽƵƌŽƌĂŶŚŽƵƌǁŝƚŚŽƵƚƚĂůŬŝŶŐĂƚĂůůĂŶĚ
ƚƌǇŝŶŐƚŽŵŝŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƐ͘zŽƵŵĂǇŶĞĞĚƚŽǁƌŝƚĞƚŚĞŽĚĚǁŽƌĚŽŶƚŚĞǁŚŝƚĞďŽĂƌĚ͘dŚŝƐ
ǁŝůůŐŝǀĞǇŽƵĂŶŝŶƐŝŐŚƚŝŶƚŽŚŽǁůŝƚƚůĞŝƚŝƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞƚŽƐĂǇƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐǁŝƚŚůĞĂƌŶĞƌƐ͘
EŽƚĞŚŽǁŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƚŚĞǇƉƌŽĚƵĐĞŝŶŽƌĚĞƌƚŽĨŝůůƚŚĞƐŝůĞŶĐĞ͘



ÂtĂŶƚƚŽĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞ͙͍
KŶ ƉĂŐĞƐ ϭϭϲ Ͳ ϭϭϴ ŽĨ dŚĞ WƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ ŽĨ ŶŐůŝƐŚ >ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ dĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ ;ϰƚŚ ĞĚŝƚŝŽŶͿ ďǇ
:ĞƌĞŵǇ ,ĂƌŵĞƌ ;WĞĂƌƐŽŶ ϮϬϬϳͿ͕ ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ ŽŶ ŚŽǁ ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ ĐĂŶ ŚĞůƉ
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐŚĞĂƌĂŶĚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘

KŶ ƉĂŐĞƐ ϵϱ Ͳ ϵϲ ŽĨ >ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ dĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ ;ϮŶĚ ĞĚŝƚŝŽŶͿ ďǇ :ŝŵ ^ĐƌŝǀĞŶĞƌ ;DĂĐŵŝůůĂŶ
ϮϬϬϱͿ͕ƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĨƵƌƚŚĞƌƌĞĂĚŝŶŐŽŶƵƐŝŶŐŐĞƐƚƵƌĞŝŶƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͘



ÂZĞůĂƚĞĚdĂƐŬŽŽŬůĞƐƐŽŶƐ͘͘͘
zŽƵŵĂǇďĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐůĞƐƐŽŶƐŝŶƚŚĞ^K>dĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ^ŬŝůůƐdĂƐŬŽŽŬ
ƐĞƌŝĞƐ͕ƌĞůĂƚŝŶŐƚŽƚŚŝƐƚŽƉŝĐ͗



• hŶŝƚϮĐͿ'ŝǀŝŶŐŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ͗>ĞĂƌŶŚŽǁƚŽƉůĂŶĂŶĚŐŝǀĞĞĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶƐŝŶ
ƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͘
• hŶŝƚ Ϯ ďͿ YƵĞƐƚŝŽŶŝŶŐ ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ͗ >ĞĂƌŶ ŚŽǁ ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ ĐĂŶ ĞĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞůǇ ƵƐĞ
ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐŶŽƚŽŶůǇƚŽĐŚĞĐŬŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶƐ͕ďƵƚĂůƐŽƚŽĐŚĞĐŬůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͘




>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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ŶƐǁĞƌ<ĞǇ

dĂƐŬϮʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
1. b)
2. a)
3. b)
4. a)

5. a)
6. b)
7. a)
8. b)

dĂƐŬϯʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ

the teacher could hold up the book or
worksheet and indicate the correct text
and task.

dĂƐŬϰʹ&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
1. Have a chat to your partner.
Rewrite: Talk to you partner.

1. Talk together in pairs. Gesture: Yes.
Describe gesture: The teacher points to
each pair with both hands.

2. If you were a journalist …
Rewrite: You are a journalist. (Or:
Imagine you are a journalist.)

2. Fill in the gaps in exercise 1.Gesture:
No. However, the teacher could hold up
the book or worksheet and indicate the
correct exercise.

3. Time’s just about up.
Rewrite: It’s almost time to stop / to finish.
(Or: 30 seconds to go)

3. Move around the room and talk to as
many people as possible. Gesture: Yes.
Describe gesture: The teacher makes
circular arm movements to suggest
mingling.
4. Listen and complete exercise 2.
Gesture: No. However, the teacher could
cup one hand behind an ear to indicate
listening.
5. Those in group A should sit on the left
and those in group B on the right.
Gesture: Yes. Describe gesture: The
teacher points to the parts of the room
where the people in each group should
go.

4. How about maybe getting into groups.
Rewrite: Please get into groups of …
5. Check out if you were right at the back
of the book.
Rewrite: Look at the answers on page X
of the book.
6. Listen and work out if you’ve more or
less got the hang of it.
Rewrite: Listen for gist to get a general
understanding.
7. If you could just pop the words in the
right place.
Rewrite: Put the words in the correct
place.

6. You’ve got 5 minutes to finish.
Gesture: Yes. Describe gesture: The
teacher holds up a splayed hand – five
fingers represent 5 minutes.

8. Just have a read and jot down some of
the core arguments.
Rewrite: Read and write down the main
ideas in the text.

7. Stand up and find the picture that
matches your text. Gesture: Yes.
Describe gesture: The teacher raises her
hands to indicate standing up, then points
to two or three pictures in the room.

9. Don’t take forever – just whip through
them.
Rewrite: Don’t spend too much time on
them – do them quickly.

8. Read the text and complete the True /
False questions. Gesture: No. However,
>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ
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10. What I want you to do is just get into
pairs and have a look at what each other
has got.
Rewrite: Please get into pairs and look at
your partner’s answers.

>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƚŝŽŶĂůʹƵĐŬůĂŶĚΘŚƌŝƐƚĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕EĞǁĞĂůĂŶĚǁǁǁ͘ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͘ĂĐ͘Ŷǌ



